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Railway Museum Club (1965-1968).  We meet on the FOURTH Tuesday of each month except December, 
at the Railroaders Memorial Museum , Altoona, PA, at 7:30 PM.  Occasional exceptions are announced to 
the membership.

90 (+) % of all communications and notices are handled by e-mail.  Please keep your e-mail address cur-
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Meetings are open to those interested in railroad history and membership inquiries are invited.  Chapter-
only membership is available but national membership dues are separate.  For more information visit 
www.nrhs.com.



IN THIS ISSUE
by Leonard Alwine, Editor

	 The Spring 2020 Issue was filled with events coming that could have kept railfans busy all Summer.  Then 
Covid-19 hit and everything was locked down and put on hold.  The chapter hasn’t even held a meeting since 
February!  So with that problem still around, all of the coverage of events that were to be in this issue didn’t take 
place.  So, with nothing new to report, the theme for this issue of the Coal Bucket is “Remember This”.  The ar-
ticles will focus on things from the past and will maybe give you a chance to jog your memory.
	 The first article is about CA & E Car 315, which spent a few days in Altoona on it’s way to Rockhill Trol-
ley Museum.  It is the first part of the story about this car as written by Joel Soloman, President of the museum 
and editor of it’s newsletter.  It tells about 15’s journey from Chicago to Rockhill and the restoration date.  Part 
two will come down the tracks later after restoration is completed.  Thanks Joel for the article.
	 The next article “ Fallen Flags” in the “A Look Back” section is written by editor Len Alwine and is about 
changes in the business landscape of Altoona from 50 years ago.
	 The third article is written by Jeff Holland in the “Under The Wire” column.  Jeff is a fellow trolley re-
searcher and a computer wiz.  He is constantly finding new “old” information about Altoona’s transit systems.  He 
was able to find and had the means to acquire some very valuable news about the early days of horse drawn trol-
leys in Altoona.  I won’t tell it here but do read the story and find out some new history.  Thanks Jeff for sharing 
that exciting find with us.
	 Fourth is an article “Remembering Yesteryear” by Chapter President Frank Givler.  He tells about the high 
points of the Chapters efforts during his 30 years as President.  Every now and then we should sit down and talk 
about our past and what we have done as a group.  He tells of the highlights but, if you want a complete history of 
the chapter, we still have copies of our 50th Anniversary history book available.  Contact Frank to get your copy.
	 And finally in the memory section, we pay honor to Kevin Burket.  A young gentleman who loved trains 
and models of them, and always brought a smile to your face.
	 In closing, I hope all will enjoy this “Remember This” edition of the Coal Bucket and hope and pray that 
by Fall things will be improved and we will have some news to report.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 - Leonard Alwine, Editor

It was supposed to last only two weeks.
But here we are months later 
with really no end in sight.

Let’s hope that by Fall we once 
again will be able to socialize and 

talk trains again.



Guest Columnist, Joel Solaman, tells about CA&E Car 315’s 
travels to Rockhill and restoration to date.







Builders view of sister car 314
in original green color

Builders view of the inside showing detailed 
painting on ceiling



Car 315 retired in Chicago in later
modernized orange and white color

Car 315 arrives in Altoona on PRR depressed 
center flat car.  Trucks for car are in congola 

car behind it - May 23, 1963

Once at Mt. Union it was placed on 
Kovalchick truck and transported to 
Rockhill by highway - June 14, 1963

Once at Rockhill it was placed on 
narrow gauge trucks, actual trucks sitting 

in the foreground

In 1974, car 315 was repainted blue and used 
alot on the Shade Gap Line

In 2004, 315 was taken into the shop to 
rebuild rotten frames on the ends of the car



It was then decided to rebuild the entire car 
and remove modernizing items, first the 
trolley poles were removed from the roof

Then years of tar and paint were removed 
from the roof by scraping

Then a new roof and paint were applied All the old paint was scraped from the car 
and new wood placed in rotten areas and 

modernizing removed

The inside was gutted and 
stripped of paint to reveal 
natural wood underneath

The original stained glass 
windows were re-installed 
after removing many 

layers of paint from them



Once rebuilding began to take place in 2018, 
the car was repainted original green colors

Car 315 moved outside to show off new paint 
and roof.  Still lots of work to do to 

finish the rebuild

A SPECIAL LOOK BACK
“FALLEN FLAGS”
by Leonard E. Alwine

	 With the Covid-19 keeping everyone inside trying to find something to do, I dug out some old books and 
began to re-read them.  One that I purchased in 2003 at the Antique Depot was of renewed interest to me and I 
wish to share some of the information found inside for this Special Look Back.
	 The book was published by the Altoona Area Chamber of Commerce and the Blair County Tourist and 
Convention Bureau in 1970.  It was a 50 plus page book most likely printed to be used to promote the area to pro-
spective businesses and tourists.  Of course, some of the ads were of businesses which supported the two agencies.
	 The thing that I found interesting was that in 2020 about 90% of those listed were no longer in business 
only 50 years later.  Now these were not a mom and pop type business but actually major employers of the area.  
So in this issue of the Coal Bucket, I will list those “Fallen Flags” of our area for all to reflect and see how many 
you can remember.
	 The first which is promoted at that time as a major attraction was the Horseshoe Curve.  It was listed as a 
“free” attraction where the public can walk through a wooden PRR caboose and see an old K-4 steam engine at 
the top of the stairs while viewing many Penn-Central trains rounding the curve.
	 Next is a listing of the many manufacturers of the area which at that time were major employers.  Those 
listed which are no longer here are:  Sylvania, SKF, Altoona Shoe Company, Pennsylvania Shoe Company, Pu-
ritan Sportswear, Schwarzen Back Huber Company, Tritex Sportswear Company, Safe-T-Back, Vogue and But-
terick Pattern Company, Stroehmann Bakery, Alto Printing, Wohlback and Miller Printing.
	 In the service and store area there was Gables & Co. Store, J.E. Harshberger Dairy, S.A. Hite & Sons Auto 
Body, Servomation Penn Alto Inc., Susan B. Ross Corporation, Buchanan’s Lumber Company, Wolf Furniture, 
Masons, Roaring River Mills, S.H. Hess Co., G.C. Murphy’s, F.W. Woolworths, Sears & Roebuck and Montgom-
ery Wards.
	 Another big list contained names of restaurants, many which no longer exist.  Alaskaland, Altoona Hotel, 
Brownies, Coaches Inn, Crists, Doc’s Steak Inn, Erculanis, Family Host Cafeteria, Howard Johnson’s, Penn Alto 
Hotel, Ruthies Restaurant, Taylors Drive-in, Town House Motel, Arthur Treacher’s, The Chicken Shack, Herb’s 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Mr. Sandwich, Red Barn, Roy’s Dog House, Winkeys Drive In, Cross’s Ice Cream, and 
Sunny Crest Ice Cream Drive In.
	 Also noted are the area soda pop bottlers, McEldowney (Coke), Penn Alto (Pepsi), Nehi (Royal Crown), 
and Jack Frost (7-Up), all now gone from the area.
	 Of course, bus service was provided by Altoona and Logan Township bus authority and the Blue and 
White Bus Lines.



	 Car and truck rentals were provided by Hertz, Avis, Jack Beasley Leasing and Drenning Leasing.  And if 
you got sick you could go to the Altoona Hospital or Mercy Hospital.
	 For entertainment you could go to The Altoona Skating Center or the Lakemont Park Roller Rink.  Or see 
a movie at The Altoona Drive In, Blair Cinema, Rivoli Theatre, Super 220 Drive In, or the 764 Twin Drive Ins.  
And if you wanted to see animals you could go to Forest Zoo and the Animal Safari near the Horseshoe Curve.
	 The book ends with a photo of downtown during the “Urban Renewal” (demolition) of downtown and 
says the Altoona Redevelopment Authority is rebuilding for the future.
	 Perhaps we are still looking for that renewal, but a lot of Altoona past is now just a memory.

Photo about Urban Renewal at the end 
of the book

75 YEARS AGO -	 The first work stoppage in the history of the Altoona & Logan Valley Railway was called 		
	 	 	 by the union.
	 	 	 Walter Ball, President of the Union, ended the stoppage at the request of the Army and 	 	
	 	 	 Navy after two days because the PRR depended on the buses and trolleys to get people 
	 	 	 to work.

50 YEARS AGO - 	 Altoona Fire Station No. 4 at Chestnut Avenue and Eighth Street built in 1900 was 
	 	 	 being razed as part of the new 10th Avenue Expressway project.

25 YEARS AGO - 	 Altoona photographer, Larry G. McKee, was holding a display at the Blair County Arts 
	 	 	 Foundation in downtown Altoona.  Larry had won the Photographer of the Year for 
	 	 	 Altoona-Blair County three times and was the Grand Prize Winner in the Pittsburgh Press 
	 	 	 contest five times.  Larry is a Chapter Member.



In this issue Jeff Holland reports on a very interesting find about 
Altoona’s old horse car lines

UNDER THE WIRE







A copy of the original bond with interest payment stubs attached.



Enlargement of the original bond

Article from the Altoona Tribune
newspaper, January 29, 1881, 
listing the officers of the 

Altoona Passenger Railway Company



Outside covers of the bonds purchased by Jeff Holland in 2020 from a dealer



Top:  City Passenger Railway Horse Car 10 in Altoona.  These cars could hold 14 passengers.  
In the photo Driver Albert I. Wendt poses with two mules used to power the cars named Jack and Dick.

Bottom:  A City Passenger Car with only one mule pulling it, travels on 11th Avenue in 
downtown Altoona on a cold winter day in 1884.



REMEMBERING YESTERYEAR
by Frank Givler, President

	 1968	 Horseshoe Curve Chapter officially chartered by NRHS

	 1985	 3 Erie Lackawanna M U Electric cars bought by Chapter

	 1987	 Chapter President Dick Charlesworth calls for volunteers at February meeting to come to the 
	 	 shop where the K-4 restoration is being done to help remove the traction motors and other heavy
	 	 scrap from the E-L cars.  Chapter member Roy Price was instrumental in having the cars moved 
	 	 into the shop for this purpose.

	 1988	 Frank Givler assumes the President post for the Chapter.

	 1989	 Chapter received it’s first grant from PHMC for coach upgrades to F-type interlocking couplers
	 	 work started early in 1989 getting materials ready so work could commence when warm weather 
	 	 arrives.  Between April and September chapter members changed 6 coupler assemblies, all being 
	 	 done outside at the Railroaders Museum yard.  Hired contractors to complete the rest rooms and 		
	 	 painting.  Chapter also received a second PHMC grant for additional upgrades on the cars.

	 1990	 Work continues to complete the upgrades to coaches to be used behind the K-4.

	 1991	 Coaches leased to Western Maryland Scenic Railroad.

	 1992	 Chapter receives another state grant for sandblasting, painting, and lettering of PRR B60 
	 	 Baggage car.

	 1995	 Chapter receives the title to the 1946 Walter Service Truck formerly of the Altoona and Logan
	 	 Valley Electric Railway to preserve it and save it from scrapping.

	 1996	 Chapter coaches leased to the West Virginia Northern Railroad, in Kingwood, West Virginia for 	 	
	 	 excursion service.

	 1997	 Walter Truck undergoes restoration by Lafferty Trucking Body Shop and Chapter members with 		
	 	 it’s eventual running coming in the Fall of 1998 after having not run in 16 years.

	 1999	 Walter Truck driven in Altoona’s Sesquicentennial Parade in May.

	 2000	 Chapter coaches return to Altoona after 9 years on leases.

	 2000	 Thanksgiving brings the first of 15 years of Santa Trains which were ran from the Roaring Spring 
	 	 Station, the only PRR station to survive in Blair County.	

	 2006	 Chapter took on the restoration of a 1940 Railway Express Agency delivery truck owned by the 
	 	 Railroader’s Museum.  This took 3 plus years to complete.

	 2010	 Restoration started on the Marplex Yard Truck also owned by the Railroader’s Museum.

	 2012	 Chapter started upgrading the brake systems on the coaches to ABDW type with one car done 
	 	 each year until done - 2012, 2013, and 2014.	



	 2014	 Thanksgiving 2014 would be the last running of the Santa Trains, as we have passed them on to 
	 	 the Everett Railroad and Alan Maples.

	 2014	 Chapter restores 2 Railway Express Agency baggage carts for display in the Roundhouse at the
	 	 Railroader’s Museum.

	 2018	 Chapter celebrated 50 years of being a NRHS affiliated Chapter and also sold the 3 Erie 
	 	 Lackawanna Coaches to the Everett Railroad after owning them for 33 years.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  In 2004, the Chapter undertook the Spring Director’s Meeting of the NRHS and held many 
events during that week in April.  One was at the Cassandra Railroad Overlook which was covered by The Dis-
patch, the local newspaper from the mountain region.  This article is copied here for all may not have had the 
chance to read this paper at that time.



IN MEMORY

KEVIN W. BURKET 		 August 21, 1969 - March 11, 2020

	 Kevin Burket passed away at the age of 50 following an extended illness.  He graduated from Altoona 
High School and worked at Skills in Altoona.
	 Kevin was a member of ARC of Altoona and a life member of the Altoona Railroader’s Museum.  Kevin 
and his father were railroad enthusiasts and built and displayed an HO model train layout around the area for 
many events through the years.  He and his father were always together and Kevin was known for his smile 
when meeting people at the train shows.
	 Kevin was preceded in death by his sister Deborah in 1975 and his father Harley in January of 2019.  He 
is survived by his sister Linda and his mother Judith.
	 May you rest in peace Kevin.
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